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Overview

ACFS – Community Education has proven itself to be a model for social 
transformation and development. We have successfully driven special 
holistic interventions that place the child and the family at the center.

Our core projects and interventions have attracted 
the attention of government departments, academic 
institutions and other external agencies and this has 
given us the opportunity to learn from their positive 
and constructive feedback. We are so proud of the 
progress we are making in striving to achieve our goals. 
We continue to aspire to be an organisation that seeks 

to grow skills, micro enterprise and early learning 
through play based methodologies while focusing on 
the nutritional needs and hunger mitigation for our 
children and families in the communities we serve.  

We invite you to journey with us as we seek to grow 
Giants in our communities!
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Our Vision 

Our Objectives 

Areas of Operation 

All children reach their full potential through 
nutritional and education support.  

We will reach this vision by providing a wide range 
of integrated and holistic support as well as ensure 
a welcoming environment to enable all children to 
access meaningful interventions and referrals that will 
facilitate all children in ACFS programmes to: 

	 Gain	confidence,	pride	but	also	humility	

 Develop into ambitious leaders with a passion to 
achieve success Be advocates and champions of 
others 

 Be Goal oriented and driven 

 Be empathetic and compassionate 

 Be resilient and persevere 

 Be curious and explorative 

 Be inspirational and helpful 

 Have a sense of belonging and 
community 

 Be active citizens 

The organisation is operating in the Gauteng region 
in the following areas: 

Naledi 
Pimville 
Kagiso

Tsakane
Thembisa 
Alexandra

Emndeni 
Jabavu  
Meadowlands 
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we reach as many children from poor households and 
provide them with various supports and interventions 
required to ensure that their potential and future is 
secured.  

As the chairperson of the board, I have seen the 
governance of the board grow from strength to 
strength. This year we have managed to inject new 
members to the board ensuring that we continue to 
attract new and fresh skills and expertise into the board. 
Having taken part in the strategic development process 
for	the	next	five	years,	I	am	confident	that	ACFS	
will continue to grow from strength to strength with 
competent and committed governance. I would like to 
thank	each	board	member	for	their	selfless	dedication	
to ACFS and encourage them to continue to play this 

very important oversight role in the governance of the 
organisation.	I	am	confident	that	the	strategies	we	have	
collectively put in place will ensure that the growth and 
sustainability of the organisation will continue well into 
the future. 

I am confident that the 
strategies we have collectively 
put in place will ensure that 
the growth and sustainability 
of the organisation will 
continue well into the future. 

from our 
Chairman  

The	financial	year	under	review	has	been	a	successful	
one operationally and our strategic initiatives are well 
under way. Funding for our programmes remains a 
challenge especially in light of the fact that towards 
the last quarter of 2019 the economy in South Africa 
was experiencing a somewhat sluggish growth. This 
was further worsened by the advent of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the resultant nationwide total shut down 
which negatively impacted the growth of the economy. 
However despite these challenges, I want to recognise 
and thank all our partners who remained steadfast 
in supporting ACFS’s work despite the economic 
hardships. This commitment from both business and 
individuals has enabled ACFS to carry on with its 
mandate of serving poor communities and especially 
children during this unprecedented hardship that the 
country has under gone as a result of the pandemic. 
Right from the beginning of the shutdown, ACFS was 
able to step up to the challenges and came to the 
assistance of thousands of households with basic food 
hampers that were a lifeline for many. I am so grateful 
all our supporters who partnered with us during this 
difficult	time.	ACFS	will	always	continue	to	ensure	that	

Message
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Even in the face of a very 
difficult pandemic Bertha 
and her team were able to 
respond with such clarity and 
agility and made sure that 
ACFS does not fold its arms 
while thousands of children 
and their families were in need 
of urgent help in the face of 
extreme hardships caused by 
the pandemic.

Finally I want especially 
to take this time to thank 
our Executive Director 
Ms. Bertha Magoge 
who has ably steered 
the organisation and 
provided powerful in-
sights and strategies 
that have yielded 
incredible results for the 
organisation. Even in the 
face	of	a	very	difficult	
pandemic Bertha and 
her team were able to 
respond with such clarity 
and agility and made sure 
that ACFS does not fold 
its arms while thousands 

of children and their families were in need of urgent 
help in the face of extreme hardships caused by the 
pandemic. I have eagerly followed the work of the 
organisation and am amazed at the kind of dedication 
demonstrated by Bertha and her team working in 
communities distributing food and food parcels late 
into the night. They were really frontline workers, 
putting	their	own	lives	at	risk	for	the	benefit	of	those	
less fortunate in our society.  
 
The team makes all of us so proud. As the country 
slowly lowers the restriction levels, we are eagerly 
anticipating getting back to our normal programming 
and ensuring that we resume the full implementation 
of our strategic deliverables. I want to make an appeal 
to all our partners and supporters to stand by ACFS 
and help us ride this challenging tide. We know that 

for many of our families the road to recovery post the 
COVID-19	pandemic	is	going	to	be	a	long	and	difficult	
one. ACFS will need all the help that it can get to be 
able to continue to advance and transform the lives of 
the children and their poor families.  

Lwazi Bam 
Chairman
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The children must, at last, play in the open veld, 
no longer tortured by the pangs of hunger or 

ravaged by disease or threatened with the scourge 
of ignorance, molestation and abuse, and no 

longer required to engage in deeds whose gravity 
exceeds the demands of their tender years. 

Dr Nelson Mandela (10 December 1993) 

ACFS Community Education and Feeding Scheme
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summary 
The year under review has been one like no other. In 
the	first	quarter	we	were	thrown	in	turmoil	as	we	found	
ourselves in the midst of the covid 19 pandemic and 
emergency shut down. What was very clear in our minds 
is that many children in our communities would be 
significantly	impacted	by	the	lock	down	which	was	fast	
becoming a reality all around us. With schools closed and 
living in some of the squalor and cramped situations that 
the communities we serve do, we realised that a lot of 
children are likely to be on the streets or in very crowded 
home environments where their nutrition and food security 
are extremely compromised. Many children are dependent 
on the school nutrition programmes as well as on centres 
and schemes like ours for that one important meal for the 
day. ACFS realised very quickly that we could not afford to 
sit back and watch while the COVID-19 pandemic literally 
wipes this source of food from their mouth! ACFS has 
had to make several adaptations to our general feeding 
programme model to ensure that we keep children and 
staff safe from the virus as well as ensure that we try to 
mitigate hunger and poor nutrition for our children and 
families. 

The situation we found ourselves in was dire, particularly 
because	100%	of	our	child	beneficiaries	come	from	food	
insecure and poor households. While schools were closed, 
for many of our children in the townships, it meant a vital 
part of their meal had been cancelled. In response, we 
quickly registered as an essential services provider and put 
together both child and family food parcels that we started 
distributing to children and their families on a weekly 
basis. We had to jump a lot of logistical and administrative 
loopholes to keep this operation going for a good six 
months. However despite all odds I am so proud to report 
that we remained steadfast and vigilant and managed 
to provide over 24 000 food parcels to poor households 
across many marginalised townships in Gauteng. 

Executive
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To help support and fundraise for this unprecedented 
need, we launched a massive Social Media Campaign to 
plead with business and individuals to assist us to meet 
the ever growing need for food support as hunger took a 
firm	grip	of	our	already	compromised	communities.	Before	
the pandemic ACFS was reaching approximately 10400 
children with daily meals across our 8 community based 
centres in Soweto, Alexandra, Thembisa and Tsakane. By 
the end of July we had reached a total of 24 thousand 
households through our food parcels drive.  The generosity 
we received form our partners and the general public was 
nothing short of amazing. South Africans really rose to the 
challenge and we felt their warmth and concern for those 
in our society who are less privileged. 
 
Despite dealing with this huge problem that was caused by 
the pandemic and resultant shut down, ACFS still had to 
think out of the box and re-imagine how we could continue 
to support children in the other important initiatives that 
had been envisaged in the strategic document for 2020 
to 2025. This re-imagining of our programmes led to us 
developing a programme to support our ECD parents 
with activities and videos while they are at home with 
their children. This initiative was welcomed by the parents 
as many of them were stuck at home and unable to 
engage their children meaningfully. In this programme we 
distributed educational toys as well as parent support ECD 
packs that gave parents a step by step guide on how to 
work with their children. We all understood that education 
cannot wait and so this intervention was necessary to keep 
children on track. The early years matter and unfortunately, 
many	children	in	the	country	will	experience	significant	
delays in their educational potential due to the impact of 
the pandemic. While the COVID-19 was truly the topical 
issue for 2020, ACFS did manage to ensure that those 
programmes that could safely take place especially as the 
country started to relax the restrictions could also continue.

As you read the Annual report, it’s clear that the team has 
put so much effort in ensuring that we don’t lose the entire 
year of programming to the pandemic. So for example 
we still managed to launch 3 additional Teenage girls’ 
programmes as well as open two new centres of Tsakane 
and Kagiso as well as add another Toy library in Naledi.  I 
am so thrilled that despite all odds, our strategic goals and 
targets	have	remained	firmly	on	track.

I would like to pay tribute to my staff of ACFS without 
whom none of these achievements would have been 
possible. At a very real risk of them catching the Corona 
Virus,	I	have	seen	so	much	bravery	and	selflessness	that	
boggles my mind even today. Each of them as essential 
service providers my staff understood their calling and 
worked in communities’ right through the lock down 
without ever complaining. I am so blessed to have this 
wonderful group of people who showed unparalleled 
commitment and dedication to their work.

I want to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude to my 
board and chairperson. The Board of governors really 
stepped up to support me and the organisation under 
these extraordinary circumstances. They were full of ideas 
and	strategies	to	help	us	ride	this	difficult	wave.		

Finally, I want to invite all partners, donors, colleagues 
to read this carefully constructed Annual report and 
enjoy taking in the most amazing work that ACFS has 
accomplished in a year that will go down in our memories 
as	probably	the	most	difficult	in	the	history	of	mankind	due	
to this unrelenting virus.

Bertha T. Magoge  
Executive Director ACFS 
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programmes 
Our history goes back to 1945, 
when the late Bishop Trevor 
Huddleston start-ed soup 
kitchens in winter for hungry 
children in Sophia town.

Five	years	later,	the	first	permanent	feeding	centre	was	
established, and the scheme was feeding 4000 children 
daily. 

From the beginning, ACFS rejected the idea of 
handouts. The organisation believed that the problem 
was poverty and lack of knowledge. The focus of the 
scheme turned to health education and programmes 
designed to help poverty-stricken people become 
economically independent. Special tribute must be paid 
to the thousands of supporters – ordinary members 
of	the	public	as	well	as	influential	businessmen	and	
women – who have embraced these values and 
provided the funds that have sustained the organisation 
over the years. Together, we have improved the quality 
of life for so many people, and helped to combat the 

scourge of poverty, hunger, malnutrition and other 
preventable childhood diseases as well as HIV/AIDS. 

The needs of the communities we serve have increased 
significantly	in	recent	years.	Many	families	are	without	
gainfully employed breadwinners. Recently – the global 
economic recession which has led to the loss of some 
35 000 jobs nationwide compounds the problem of 
many bread winners in our community. Even more 
recent, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
country has continued to throw our communities into 
further deprivation and marginalisation. Against this 
background, the ACFS Community Education and 
Feeding Scheme works tirelessly to improve the quality 
of life for those hardest hit – in particular orphans and 
vulnerable children, child-headed households and 
those in the care of elderly grandmothers”. 

Report on ACFS

Brief History
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In South Africa 64% of children under a year are on 
social grant support. The national prevalence of under-
five	stunting	is	27.4%,	which	is	greater	than	other	
developing country average of 25%, according to the 
Global Nutrition report. 

It is for this reason that ACFS prioritises and provides 
nutrition and health support as an entry point to 
helping children facing malnutrition and stunting.  

In	this	financial	year,	South	Africa	has	been	hit	by	
an unprecedented human emergency because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has caused 
immense suffering of many communities across 
South Africa and particularly the children. Before the 
advent of COVID-19 pandemic, ACFS was offering 
a comprehensive suite of integrated child centred 
services to marginalised communities which included 
food and nutrition support, health assessments and 
prevention. During the pandemic, ACFS Community 
Education rose to the clarion call that the emergency 
presented poor communities which needed to ensure 
that vulnerable families remain protected during this 
difficult	time.

This	is	the	first	and	most	critical	need	of	any	child	
born into poverty and deprivation. Without adequate 

nutrition there can be no growth and development – 
physically or mentally. Hungry children lack the energy 
to learn and if they aren’t able to learn in the vital 
early development years (from birth to 5 years old), 
they remain stunted for life. By identifying children at 
risk – and enrolling them in our feeding programmes 
promptly ACFS plays a vital role in saving children from 
a lifelong disadvantage. We monitor the child’s health 
and provide referrals to partner institutions where 
necessary. Our feeding scheme serves as the entry 
point to all other ACFS programme pathways.

Nutrition and Health 
Programmes 
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What was achieved

ACFS responding to the call to action and had to 
step out of the normal nutrition activities and rethink 
our response, taking into consideration the lockdown 
regulation.

• The re-phasing in of Tsakane centre and 
beneficiary	in-take	process	completed

• 31 865 meals where served to 9 136 children in 
the months before lockdown

• Informal	community	accepts	the	reconfiguration	
of the nutrition programmme 

• In our COVID-19 response initiative; we 
prepared and distributed 15 553 food 
parcels to 14 549 households

31 865
meals where served to 

9 136 children

In our COVID19 response initiative; 
we prepared and distributed

food parcels to

households  
14 549

Highlights

15 553 
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All children are curious and enquiring by nature, 
as they strive to explore and understand the world 
around them. For the disadvantaged child, however,  
opportunities to discover concepts such as shapes, 
distance, colours, music, matching and building are 
severely limited. 

By providing educational toys and equipment to 
develop	both	fine	and	large	motor	skills,	ACFS  
encourages children’s curiosity and instils a lifelong 
love of learning that prepares them to enter the  
formal education on the same level as their more 
fortunate peers. 

Toy Library: 

The Zola Toy Library is set. There are four (4) centres 
that will be working with the Zola Toy Library. The 
ACFS ECD centre is currently utilizing toys that are 
in the toy Library. The external four ECD centres 
and the Pre – Primary (Vusisizwe) will start coming 
into the centre to utilize the toy Library as soon as 
the National COVID-19 lock down is  lifted. Three 
from	the	five	ECD	centres	submitted	the	timetables/
schedules that have a breakdown of when the ECD 
centres around the Centre will be coming into the 

Early Learning and Early Stimulation 
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ACFS – Community Education – Zola Toy Library for full 
utilizing of the Toys.   

Parents however still come into the Toy Library during 
the Pandemic to borrow toys. A list is thus compiled 
with the parents that come into the Library to come 
borrow toys. A record is kept of all toys that are 
borrowed out, and when the toys will be brought back 
to the centre.  

We are in the process of setting up the Alex, Naledi 
and Tsakane Toy Library and the Library is expected to 
be fully set up end of August. Lego toys together with 
the purchased toys from Truly Toys will be utilized in the 
three mentioned toy Libraries. 
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Early Childhood Development Centres 

In South Africa over 1.1 million children do not have 
access to early childhood development education. 
Understanding the important of ECD education in 
the formation years of children, we incorporated ECD 
learning into our new strategy and mission, ACFS – 
Community Education offers free early childhood 
development services to our beneficiaries. The 
services range from grade RR to grade R these are 
children between the ages of 3 – 6 years of age. 

What was achieved

In 2019 we enrolled 94 children in Zola and Alex ECD 
centre, in 2020 we enrolled 129 Children in our ECD 
programme. 

AS part of our ECD formalization process all ECD 
practitioners were retrained on curriculum and a 
new revised curriculum was introduced. In light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and closure of schools and 
privately owned ECD centres; we introduced online 
classes and parent’s home schooling support as well 
as Parents learning packs, where the organisation 
implemented term 1 and term 2, and the online/
home schooling supports successfully appreciated by 
parents and caregivers.   

Zola toy library offers parents, educational toys to 
help support the online/home schooling using toys as 
resources and materials. 

Three new toy libraries; Naledi, Alex and Tsakane 
have been setup and will begin servicing before the 
year end 2020. 
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ECD Network Forum
 Have you been able to keep in touch with 

learners/parents your ECD centres during the 
pandemic?  

 How do you think the relief stipend will support 
your centre during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 The principals expressed the negative extent of 
the COVID-19 pandemic restriction. Through the 
different questions, the principals expressed that the 
Emergency COVID-19 funds came just at the right 
time. Principals reiterated that the funds will home in 
on the following: 

 Retaining staff members (teachers/facilitators) of the 
day care centres. 

 Interface study packs for parents back at home 
(printing of paper, digital learning – WhatsApp 
lessons).  

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic faced by 
our Country and globally, the President of the State 
announced a State of disaster and a planned lockdown 
to assist with the curb of the spread of the virus. This 
meant instantaneously interruption to the economy, 
social and educational activities. Early Childhood 
Development	found	themselves	in	immense	financial	
pressure due to children not attending class in the ECD 
centres anymore. The pandemic left the principals in a 
panic state because staff members are not receiving an 
income due to the lockdown. 

Funds received from Care for Education will work best 
in support with ECD centres that the organisation is in 
network during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

ACFS Community Education held a training session 
with ECD centres within the network. The aim of 
the training was to strengthen the network to build 
administrative capacity skills amongst the principals 
that are in the different centres. The importance of 
community education is pivotal in communities even 
during strained conditions of the lockdown. Children 
deserve to keep learning even during the different 
disasters that the country faces. 

Below is an example of a set of questions that the 18 
principals completed, expressing how the pandemic 
affected them negatively: 

 How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected the 
operation of the ECD centre? 

18
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The parents are expected to explain to 
facilitate learning with the support of our 
early childhood development practitioner 
through online classes and via WhatsApp. 

ECD staff will support the parents 
through the WhatsApp platform. 

Home visits will be done if there are 
any cases where there is special request 
needed to assist both the parent and the 
child, if there is any challenges of access 
to WhatsApp or telephone support.  

The parent will teach the child how to count using 
six bricks this will develop numeracy and also 
gross motor skills e.g. The parent can put two or 
three bricks and ask how many bricks they see, 
this is how some of the learning activities will be 
conducted.

Sorting Colours by using six bricks: A parent is 
to  assist a child in sorting colours of the bricks. 
The parent must illustrate to the child by asking 
the child to take out one colour of the six bricks 
and also ask the child to build the six bricks. The 
parent will be guided by the six brick manual. 

The parent will facilitate learning for the child 
through playing with six bricks, we are helping 
parents understand the play base learning 
approach,	this	will	allow	the	child	to	develop	fine	
motor skills and gross motor skills even eye hand 
co-ordination. 

19



01

Annual Report 2020

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic faced by our 
country and globally, the President of the Republic 
of South Africa announced a ‘State of disaster’ and a 
planned lockdown to assist with the curb of the spread 
of the virus. This meant instantaneously interruption to 
the economy, social and educational activities. Early 
Childhood Development found themselves in immense 
financial	pressure	due	to	children	not	coming	in	the	
ECD centres anymore.  

The pandemic left the principals in a panic state 
because staff members are not receiving an income due 
to the lockdown. 

Funds received from Care for Education will work best 
in support with ECD centres that the organisation is in 
network during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

ACFS Community Education and Feeding Scheme 
held a training session with ECD centres within the 
network. The aim of the training was to strengthen 
the network to build administrative capacity skills 
amongst the principals that are in the different centres. 
The importance of community education is pivotal in 
communities even during strained conditions of the 
lockdown. Children deserve to keep learning even 
during the different disasters that the country faces. 
ACFS Community Education and Feeding Scheme 
held a training session with ECD centres within the 

ACFS reaches out in response to Covid

network. The aim of the training was to strengthen 
the network to build administrative capacity skills 
amongst the principals that are in the different centres. 
The importance of community education is pivotal in 
communities even during strained conditions of the 
lockdown. Children deserve to keep learning even 
during the different disasters that the country faces. 

Our Network ECD centers each received donation 
together with the fund from the Care for Education 
as support, with the aim of keeping their kids learned 
during the lockdown. 
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ACFS 
reaches 

out 
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Computer Skills 
Development lab 

The ACFS Community Education and Feeding scheme 
are very excited to report that we now have a Computer 
Skills Development Programme which started in 2019 
in our Meadowlands Centre. The children attend a class 
once a week according to their time Table, over the 
next 6 Months. During School holidays we will continue 
with the classes and have Lessons such as Lego, 
Code4Change and code.org. 

The aim of the programme is to help these children 
not only with nutrition but academic support where 
we will provide them with basic computer skills and 
improve their marks at school. We have different types 
of software that we are using to improve their marks. 
We also provided school bags to the children who will 
be joining this exciting programme. In January 2020 
we opened the centre and enrolled Grade 5 learners, 
at the moment we have 21 students from each grade, 
(Grade 5 – Grade 12) who visits our centre each day.
  
ACFS Grade 5 learners will be doing my word typing 
and will also introduce the soft-ware that we are using 
the centre such as Education city, Vodacom Eschool, 
code.org, typing master and code4changed. This 
software required different activities as per Grade when 
they come to the centre from Monday to Thursday. 

Grade 9 to 12 Learners will also do KHANA Academy 
videos which are based in Mathematics. 

On the 26th February 2020 we had a very exciting 
launch with Vodacom where we introduced the 
computer lab to our communities, principals, teachers 
and guests 

My Name is Bontle Mokoena I am from Tshietshi 
Mashinini Primary School and I am doing Grade 6 this 
year. I started the programme last year as I was doing 

Grade 5 the computer programme came as a surprise to 
my community at Meadowlands zone1, I was the second 
one who came to the programme and registered to be 
the part of the programme. I have learned a lot in the 

programme such as typing using word Documents how 
to use a mouse which buttons should I click using Internet 

when I have my assignment that I received at school. 
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Care for the Carers 

Since children grow up within a family, it’s important 
for parents and other care givers to  be included in 
our programmes. ACFS staff visit children’s homes and 
provide support for family members through psycho-
social counseling and access to services such as grants.  
Unemployed adults are encouraged to join our skills 
development programmes, to learn income generating 
skills such as food gardening, sewing, beading and 
baking. We also provide health and nutrition education. 

Skills Development 

Food Gardening
Food Garden is established in our 7 centers, which were 
used as our training facilities. 390 families attended 
our training on how to establish vegetable garden also 
on	how	to	fill	up	the	record	keeping	of	all	the	garden	
activities.  

The Food Garden project adds value to our 
beneficiaries	more	especial	to	be	independent		instead	
of fully relying on the organization. All the families 
that admitted into our programme are equipped with 
sustainable food garden that lead to generate income. 

A	total	of	319	Beneficiaries		received	monthly	food	
parcels, and 557 garden patches, 229 Tyre gardens and 
263 Container gardens were established.  

Two Tunnel gardens and one Greenhouse were 
established in our Zola Centre. 

Arelemeng Day 
Arelemeng means “Let us Plant”, we hosted 
Arelemeng day quarterly in different feeding centres, 
namely: Meadowlands, Zola, Jabavu and Pimville. We 
provide	training	to	our	beneficiaries	and	to	other	home	
gardeners who are having their own vegetable garden.

Area Attendees Topics covered

Zola centre
ACFS 

beneficiaries,	
Nedbank

Inter-planting in 
the garden, pest 
control without 

poison, and 
mulching.

Meadowlands

ACFS 
beneficiaries	

and 
Vodacom

Herbs and their 
usage, Anti-pest 

plant, crop-
rotation and record 

keeping.

Pimville ACFS 
beneficiaries

Training on all 
aspects of food 
gardening and 

how to water the 
garden.

Jabavu ACFS 
beneficiaries

The importance 
of having home 

garden.
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It is our monitoring and evaluation tool to check the 
growth of success of home garden and empower our 
beneficiaries	on	sustainability.

We encourage our families to have their own home 
gardens. A total of 71 home gardens were established. 

Home Gardens 

After-school Academic 
Support

After school academic support is always exciting for our 
teenage girls as they come in to complete some school 
projects and also play games while they take their 
deserved break. Learning through play also is realized 
to prove its importance even to older children in our 
center.

What was achieved

13 years old, Neo from Jabavue and 10 year old 
Thando – One of the Teenage Girls Programme that 
benefited	immensely	from	the	After-school	Academic	
support. Neo shows by her many trophies she keeps 
getting from her school. 
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ACFS has also taken the time to reach out to a variety 
of organisations to assist in resourcing the many needs 
that a typical girl’s project will have.  

We thank Izingane Happy Foundation because they 
first	believed	in	our	vision	that	others	are	now	able	to	
support. Epirock donated Sanitary pads to Palesa Pads 
which in turn donated this very essential product to our 
Teenage Girls.  

One of the main aims of the Teenage Girls Pro-gramme 
is to get the girls in a position of understanding who 
they are as unique individuals, and to embrace body 
changes that will inevitably experience in their bodies 
as they embark on a journey of growth. 

Detergent products where purchased within the 
organization, and what a best time to have such 
products in the organization during the outbreak 
pandemic of the COVID-19 global virus spread.

Skills 
Development 

We work with 
youth and 
adolescents 
to develop 
resilience and life 
skills. Through 
our Teenage 
Girls’ Clubs, 
adolescent girls 
are encouraged 
to make healthy 
choices about 
relationships, 
self-discipline, 

responsibility and independence. Teenage boys 
and girls are prepared to enter the world of work by 
developing skills around goal setting, communication, 
teamwork, initiative, responsibility and work ethic. 

Teenage Girls Programme
Since the establishment of the ACFS teenage girls 
clubs project, we have reached some incredible 
milestones in a short period. In this short space of time, 
we	have	confirmed	that	Girls	clubs	are	essential	to	our	
communities. Parents and caregiver have responded 
with so much gratitude to the opportunity for their girl 
children to participate in these clubs. ACFS is grateful 
that we were able to provide the community with 
a valuable project that really answers a need in the 
community. We have established 5 Teenage Girls Clubs 
in Naledi, Zola, Pimville, Jabavu and Tsakane. The ages 
for the girls ranges from 9 to 16 years old.  
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Road to sustainable livelihoods 

ACFS is committed to the holistic approach when 
dealing with multidimensional factors that affect 
children; this effectively means an aggressive approach 
to	empowering	beneficiaries	mainly	parents	are	
able to be in-dependent and create a helpful home 
environment for children this attained through our skills 
development programme  

What was achieved

 We have enrolled 319 parents into our skills 
development programme 

 Beneficiaries	are	upskilled	with	sewing,	crocheting,	
beadwork and newly introduced bakery skills  

 5 women were trained as master trainers to train 
other women in bakery skills  

 Women are able to produce 400 loaves of bread a 
day in the Jabavu bakery which is distributed to our 
center for the nutrition programme 

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, women in 
our sewing groups, in our Skills Development 
Programme are producing masks for the under 
privilege children who cannot afford to buy masks.

319 parents into our 
skills development 
programme 400 loaves of bread a day in 

the Jabavu bakery

Highlights
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our individual donors
Tribute to

We always want to say a special thank you to our 
donors who have been supporting our organization 
for years, and we do this with a special donor tour, 
where we invite our donors to visit our centers and 
see exactly what we are doing. 

We visited Zola, Pimville and Meadowlands centers. 
They got the opportunity to see our food gardens, 
serving of food, toy library, computer program 
interacting with our little ones and the parents. We 
cannot say thank you enough for these donors.
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ACFS Mothers 
and Gogos

Tribute to

ACFS skills development amazing women we have 
among	beneficiaries.	Often	times	when	you	are	not	
rich or well accomplished in society, it is often hard for 
society to pay attention and due commendation to 
the work that ordinary poor women do to keep their 
communities and society safe and healthy. They are in 
many cases unsung heroes – be it in their families or 
other groups. Even though these women are amongst 
our	beneficiaries	needing	support	themselves	to	put	
food on the table or sending their children to school, 
they do not let that get in the way of helping in any 
small way. ACFS would like to lift up the names of 
two of our heroic women, Masesi Dlamini, 50 (Gogo 
Dlamini) and Ma Tau. The women are part of the 
ACFS skills development programme. Right from the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, they voluntarily 
learnt the skill of putting together a mask. 

What drove them to learn this skill is that they could 
identify underprivileged children exposed to the 
Corona virus due to lack of resources. The women 

intervened by producing masks for the children. What 
is so beautiful about this story is that they asked no 
payment. They simply asked for the masks and in that 
way have assisted ACFS to offer masks to children in 
our programmes. 
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touched 
The lives we’ve

ACFS – Community 
Education is convinced, as 
elsewhere in the world, that 
there is an increased drive 
to value and support the 
development and learning 
of children in the early years. 
Research shows that children 
learn best through play in 
order to develop their skills. 

COVID-19 lockdown restrictions has delayed ACFS 
Programme in more ways than one, the operation of 
our ECD centres and toy libraries in Alexandra and 
Soweto is one of them.  

The organisation came to a conclusion that children 
in our ECD centres should not be compromised by 
the pronouncement of the National disaster act, and 
that they need their minds to be kept stimulated in 

way that their rights to learning is not compromised. 
ACFS – Community Education has compiled a study/
support pack with the aim of working together with 
parents to make sure that children in our centres do 
not lose much with lessons that have already started 
at the beginning of the year. 

The support pack will be compiled with weekly lesson 
plans, which will follow a similar curriculum that our 
centres have in place. The different activities will 
be divided according the lessons that the parent is 
expected to focus on in accordance to scheduled 
plan for that week. 

Lesego, is a 17-year-old who lives with her two 
siblings, her mother left one day and never returned, 
her father lives with another family in the same 
township. He does not support them, even when 
they go to him he chases them away. When the ACFS 
team came to their shack, they had not eaten for 
days. They reported that at times they depend on 
neighbours to have a meal. Lesego mentioned that 
they also have an aunt that from time-to-time comes 
and checks up on them. “This does not happen all 
the time though” Lesego explained.
  
Despite her circumstances, Lesego one day aspires 
to be a Pilot and seems adamant to reach that goal. 
She is doing extremely well at school and never stays 
away from school without a good reason. In most 
cases her reason for not going to school, will have 
something to do with her siblings. She mentioned 
that she wakes up very early to prepare for her two 

Lesego’s story
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brothers for school, so that she is not late for school 
herself.  

We left her with two food parcels, knowing that 
she may not have groceries anytime soon. ACFS 
is engaging with the local leadership and social 
workers	to	intervene	in	her	case,	and	to	find	suitable	
placement for her and her siblings.  

She mentioned that she wakes up very early every 
day to prepare for her two brothers for school, and so 
that she is not late for school herself. 
 
We left Emma with the hope that if she works hard 
in enough, she will reach all goals that she sets 
for herself. We also motivated her that her current 
circumstance is not the ultimate, with the hard work 
and positive mindset she has, she together with her 
two brothers will soon attract people that are in a 
good position to give a helping hand.

The story behind the two pictures is of a child headed 
house, where a young 16 year old girl in grade 11, 
stays with her two young brothers  aged and 6 years 
old. The young girl (Emma) was left to raise her two 
brothers alone without any assistance from anyone 
at all. The young people are from Maputo, and due 
to the mother leaving them unannounced, these 
children	unfortunately	have	no	grant/financial	support	
they depend on. 

The young people depend on neighbors to have a 
meal to everyday. Emma mentioned that they also 
have an aunt that from time to time come and checks 
up on them. “This does not hap-pen all the time 
thought” Emma exclaimed.

Emma one day aspires to be a Pilot and seems 
adamant to reach that set goal. She is doing 
extremely well at school and never stays away from 
school without an explainable reason, which would in 
most cases have something to do with her siblings. 
 

Emma’s story
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A young girl ran to the car just before we left the third 
house hold. She told us that she overheard us have 
a conversation with the girls Earlier, and she felt so 
inspired. The young girl (13 years old) stays with her 
elderly grandmother that cannot walk. She mentioned 
that one day she would like to become a doctor 
and make her grandmother proud. “We always have 
educational talks with my grandmother, and I really 
want to make her proud in her years.” 
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staffMeet our
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Our Partnerships 

City Property
What a wonderful donation this was, with this we will 
be able to create sustainable communities.

Strate Charity Shares
ACFS has a long standing relationship with the Strate 
Charity Shares Trust. A relationship that goes back 15 years.

Davies Foundation
The Davies Foundation is also one of our loyal donors 
who assist the organisation. With their donation the 
organisation is able to continue with the running of the 
organisation.

United Way
With the help of their monthly donation, ACFS is able 
to assist High School learners with meals and extra 
classes on a Saturday.

Barloworld
Because of the donation we are able to continue with 
our feeding, ECD and food gardening, Thank you.

Izingane Happy Foundation
We thank Izingane Happy Foundation because they 
first	believed	in	our	vision	that	others	are	now	able	to	
support. Our Teenage Girls programme are going from 
strength to strength.

Lego Foundation
We received a huge donation from the Lego 
Foundation in the form of Lego blocks to support 
our Early Childhood Development programme, Toy 
Library,	After-school	Programme.	This	is	our	first	step	in	
growing Giants.

Liquid Telecom
Liquid Telecom came on board to establish a computer 
lab in our Pimville centre, we will be able to assist our 
children with computer lessons and home work.

Makro
The partnership with Makro started in 2007, and it is 
still going strong. This partnership gives us hope for a 
brighter future for these underprivileged children.

Dis-Chem Foundation
Dis-Chem Foundation is one of our loyal donors; 
we cannot achieve what we achieve with our Food 
Gardening if this was not for them.

ELMA Foundation
The support we received from the ELMA Foundation 
helped the ACFS to continue to render services to the 
communities in need.

Javet Trust
The organisation received the grant from the Javett 
Foundation to assist in response to the pandemic 
through the distribution of food and nutrition hampers 
to	identified	vulnerable	families.	Through	this	generous	
support, ACFS was able to reach those who are 
marginalized, distressed and destitute.
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JHB Mini & Junior councillors
It is always great to work with the youth who want to 
make a difference. These are our future Giants that will 
make our country great. We were once again fortunate 
enough	to	be	one	of	the	beneficiaries	of	Easter	eggs.

De Beers
The association with De Beers Chairman’s Fund is of 
great value to the ACFS. Their continued support keeps 
the	fire	burning	in	the	organisation.

ApexHi
Our Malnutrition Rehabilitation Programme / ECD are 
greatly supported by ApexHi.

The Adele Drechmeier Trust
It is unusual to have a funder that gives unrestricted 
funds that can also look at the aspect of our running 
cost. We thank The Adele Drechmeier Trust for assisting 
us in this department.

Tiger Brands
Tiger Brands, South Africa’s leading food company has 
been a pillar of strength to the ACFS and the under-
privileged communities we assist from 2002. They are 
assisting ACFS with bread, peanut butter and monthly 
food parcels.

Jabavu Bakery
Tiger Brands was a big help in setting up this very 
exciting initiative, where we are looking at sustainability.

Deloitte
We acknowledge and appreciate the time, space, 
dedication and the commitment of Deloitte’s employees 
and our Chairman Lwazi Bam.

Deloitte Payroll
We are also receiving monthly through the payroll 
giving from Deloitte. This supports our organisation 
with our running costs.

Vodacom Foundation
The Feeding centre in Meadowlands is very fortunate 
in having Vodacom Foundation as their sponsors.  The 
involvement of the Foundation goes much further than 
just feeding children at the centre in that interaction 
with	the	beneficiaries	makes	them	feel	that	there	are	
companies out there that really do care about them.

Meadowlands Computer Lab
On	the	26th	February	we	launched	our	first	computer	
lab in Meadowlands. It was such a wonderful day.  
Vodacom you are a star for giving us this opportunity 
to improve the lives of our children.

Vodacom Payroll
We cannot forget about the wonderful staff who 
selflessly	donates	every	month	through	Vodacom	
Payroll. 
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BDO South Africa Incorporated  
Registration number: 1995/002310/21  
Practice number: 905526 
VAT number: 4910148685 
 
Chief Executive Officer: ME Stewart  
 
A full list of all company directors is available on www.bdo.co.za 
 
The company’s principal place of business is at The Wanderers Office Park, 52 Corlett Drive, Illovo, Johannesburg where a list of directors’ names is 
available for inspection. BDO South Africa Incorporated, a South African personal liability company, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK 
company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent member firms. 

Independent Auditor’s Report 
To the Governing Body of 
ACFS Community Education and Feeding Scheme 
(Registration Number NPO: 001-213 (PBO: 930000475)) 
 
Opinion  
We have audited the financial statements of ACFS Community Education and Feeding Scheme set out on pages 9 to 17, 
which comprise the statement of financial position as at 31 March 2020, and the statement of profit or loss and other 
comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and notes 
to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies.  
 
In our opinion, the financial statements of ACFS Community Education and Feeding Scheme for the year ended 
31 March 2020 are prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the basis of accounting described in Note 1 to 
the financial statements and the requirements of the Companies Act of South Africa. 
 
Basis for Opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISAs). Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of 
our report. We are independent of the scheme in accordance with the sections 290 and 291 of the Independent 
Regulatory Board for Auditors’ Code of Professional Conduct for Registered Auditors (Revised January 2018), parts 1 
and 3 of the Independent Regulatory Board for Auditors’ Code of Professional Conduct for Registered Auditors (Revised 
November 2018) (together the IRBA Codes) and other independence requirements applicable to performing audits of 
financial statements in South Africa. We have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities, as applicable, in accordance 
with the IRBA Codes and in accordance with other ethical requirements applicable to performing audits in South Africa. 
The IRBA Codes are consistent with the corresponding sections of the International Ethics Standards Board for 
Accountants’ Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants and the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants’ 
International Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including International Independence Standards) 
respectively. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our opinion. 
 
Other Information 
The Governing is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the Governing Body’s Report 
as required by the Companies Act of South Africa.  The other information does not include the financial statements and 
our auditor’s report thereon. 
 
Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express an audit opinion or 
any form of assurance conclusion thereon.  
 
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing 
so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge 
obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the work we have performed, we 
conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have 
nothing to report in this regard. 
 
Responsibilities of the Governing Body for the Financial Statements 
The Governing Body is responsible for the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with the basis of 
accounting in Note 1.  For determining that the basis of preparation is acceptable in the circumstances and for such 
internal control as the Governing Body determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that 
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
 
In preparing the financial statements, the Governing Body is responsible for assessing the Scheme’s ability to continue 
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of 
accounting unless the Governing Body either intends to liquidate the Scheme or to cease operations, or have no realistic 
alternative but to do so. 
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Consolidated Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
ISAs will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are 
considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic 
decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.  
 
As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism 
throughout the audit. We also:  
• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error, 

design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud 
is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.  

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
company’s internal control.  

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and related 
disclosures made by the Governing Body. 

• Conclude on the appropriateness of the Governing Body’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and based on 
the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast 
significant doubt on the company’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty 
exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements 
or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence 
obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the company to 
cease to continue as a going concern.  

 
We communicate with the Governing Body regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 
 
 
 
 
BDO South Africa Incorporated 
Registered Auditors 
 
Paul Badrick 
Director 
Registered Auditor 
 
21 October 2020 
 
Wanderers Office Park 
52 Corlett Drive 
Illovo, 2196 
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